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The Day the Spirit and the angels

will stand forth in ranks, none shall
speak except any who is permitted by
{God) Most Gracious, and he will say
what is right. That Day will be the sure
Reality: therefore whosoever will, let
himm take a (straight) return to his
Lord! Verily We have warned you of a
Penalty near- the Day when man will
see (the Deeds) which his hands have
sent forth, and the Unbelievers will say
‘Woe unto me! Would that I were
(mere) dust®™. (Al-Qur’an 78:38-40)
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The Crucid Question

Isthere life after death? If S0, then what kind of lifeisit? This crucid question lies
beyond the realm of human perception. Our eyes cannot see what lies beyond this earthly life,
nor can our ears detect the existence of another world. Nor do we have the physica
gpparatus to test whether life after death isred. These questions cannot therefore be answered
by science which is only concerned with the understanding of phenomena that can be sensed or
observed. So any scientist who clamsthat there is no life after death, makes a satement thet is
completdy unscientific!

Science is not cgpable of affirming, or indeed denying, the idea of life after desth.
Until we discover arediable source through which we can obtain knowledge on this subject, the
secular scientist will have to neither believe, nor disbdieve, in life after desth!

But should we maintain this uncertain attitude throughout life? Can we afford to remain
neutra? In theory, this may seem comfortable but in practice - that is- in confronting the
redlities of life, our response would be * definitely not!” Certainly, if we have no direct contact
with something, it is understandable that we neither affirm nor deny it. But if something hasa
direct influence on our daily lives, we smply could not fed comfortable with this attitude.
Eventudly, our fedings would steer us one way or the other. We are thus unable to stay neutrd;
we would need to be clear on the matter.

Condder this example: an employer needs to engage aworker and so interviews
various people for the post. After the interview, the employer neither trusts them nor considers
them dishonest; he naither employs them nor dismisses them. Histhinking is neither here nor
there. He remains neutrd. But this attitude will be damaging to his businessinterests so he must
make a clear decision on the matter. Y ou will agree that such an attitude cannot form the basis
of practicd dedingsin life. The employer must firmly decide for the success of his business.
Smilarly, we cannot afford to live life in astate of neither acceptance nor denid of life after
death. We cannot afford to be neutral as it affects our whole outlook on life. The redlities of life
force us to decide one way or the other, making our pogition crystd - clear.

The Sgnificance of Life After Degth

A little reflection should help usredise thet life after deethis not just another philosophica
theory, but is something intimately related to our everyday lives. In fact, our whole mord
outlook depends on it. If aperson believesthat there is no life after death, then his attitude and
behaviour will reflect this. But atotaly different attitude is formed if one believesthat his earthly
lifeisfollowed by an afterlife; alife that is eternd where everyone will be held accountable for all
their actions. Not only that but aso every thought, emotion and inner secret will be exposed.
Thus everyon€e s ultimate abode in the afterlife will depend on their earthly conduct and its
CONSeqUENCES.



Let ustry to undergtand this through an example. There are two travellers who
undertake the same journey. Thefirg one travels for his own sdf-interests. He strivesto gain the
materia benefits of the journey. But the second traveller undertakes the journey for ahigher god
- for example - to offer his kills aroad to help those less fortunate. So while the first oneis
only concerned with himsdf and his worldly Situation, the second traveller strives for the good of
others and has his Sghts sat on the long-term benefits of the expedition.

So both are journeying but with different godsin mind. The first one seesthetrip asan
end initsdf, - that is, with no red significance other than satisfying his persond interests. But the
second one viewsit asameansto an end - in other words, asacrucia step that leadsto a
higher goa. Whatever befals him on the way is of little concern, what mattersis the end result.
Thisis analogous in some ways to one who views thislife as a means to acquiring good deeds
so that the end result - his afterlife - isfruitful. He has sst hissghts on ahigher god. He has no
care for postion and honour in this life Snce he hopes for an honourable seat in the next world.

Similarly, aperson’s belief towards life after death will have a decisive influence on his
entire mord outlook. Every step hetakesin life will be influenced by this atitude. So while one
person is swayed to work righteousness to secure the best position in the next life, another will
roam about not caring about the consegquences of his actions since he seesthislife asthe only
exisence. The former travelsin one direction while the latter heads down the exact opposite

path.

From this, it should be clear that probing the question of life after death isnot a
fruitless exercise but a valuable one. It penetrates every aspect of our life. We cannot therefore
become scepticd or avoid forming an opinion on it. It is therefore essentid that we make up our
minds about life after death. If science cannot help us here, we must turn to logic and reason.

Where Does Reason Lead To?

If we consder things rationaly, where doesthis leed to? Firdt, let us briefly study man
amidst his surroundings to see whether dl his needs - physicd and mord - arefulfiled. Manisa
complex being. He has abody that is composed of various bones, tissue cells and liquids such
aswater. And the universe around him is also complex and vast. For example, it contains
billions of naturd phenomena - from the tiny speck of dust particles to the expanse of the
gdaxies and planets. We find oursdves dazzled by dl its spectacular contents - the earth, the
oceans, the hills, the waterfdls, the rocks, the fruits, the trees, the minerds - down to the peta
on the flower; an endless array of beautiful natural phenomena. All these naturd features need a
st of laws to govern them. Indeed, these laws dready operate within the universe.

So manisaliving being who moves and acts of his own free will. He obtains food,
drink, dothing and shelter for himsdlf. Smilarly, there are amultitude of living entities - whether
on land, water or air - which dl function within the same universe. Everything is governed by the
same naturd laws. Man too is affected by these laws which guide and direct hislife.



Mora Consideration

We have mentioned the physica aspect of man’s existence but more important isthe
mora component. Man is endowed with the ahility to distinguish between good and evil. Hecan
recognise justice from tyranny, truth from falsehood, mercy from cruelty, and so on. He dso has
the capacity to work good or evil. These are not abstract ideas in hisimagination but something,
which he encounters in every day life. Therefore, man must not only consider the physicad
consequences of his actions- such as eating to give him energy- but aso the mora
consequences.

Now can the full mora consegquences of human actions be completely dedlt with in this
present life? Based on the limited knowledge we have, we can confidently say ‘no’. Thewhole
universeis governed by physica laws and the results are clear to the discerning eye. However
itsmord laws are not o gpparent. Consder this example: money is aphysica object. It carries
both weight and vaue. Y et truth isamord virtue but it is not as easily detectable to the human
eye. SO we can see tha physica objects have physica features while mora qualities that
work within the dynamics of the universe, are not so obvious.

We aso know that sometimes the consequences of man’'s actions are not in harmony
with morality. For ingtance, a person sets fire to another’ s house and consequently the houseis
burnt down. Thisisthe physica result of his action. But mordly the crimind should be punished.
So there are physical and mora consequences of our actions. But can thislife suitably address
the consequences of wrong actions? We know that some people cause widespread evil and
oppresswhole communities. Hitler was such a person. They lead people astray, create wars
cause pain and misery. Their wrong deeds have far reaching effects on many generations. Isit
possible then, for such tyrants to be punished sufficiently in thislife? Even if they were tortured,
thrown to the wolvesthen burnt dive, it would not be sufficient punishment in proportion to
their crimes againgt humanity! Clearly, under the physicd laws of thislife, such evil conduct goes
largely unchecked.

Similarly, the consequences of good deeds are not dways suitably rewarded in this
world. Consider dl those men and women who stand for the truth and call mankind to submit to
it-the prophets, martyrs and righteous men and women-would it be possible to reward them
aufficiently in thislife for their endeavours? Would it be possible to give them areward of such
great portions for the benefits they brought upon countless generations? Their mission led
people from darkness to light, from falsehood to truth,from ignorance to knowledge, from
captivity to freedom. Often, such people endure continuous persond suffering at the hands of
their opponents. Nevertheless, they persevere and move forward with added strength and
patience. So can we adequately reward these people within the limited laws of thislife?



Based on dl this, logic demands that another world must exist. A world where the
wrongs of thislife are put right for dl time; where tyranny is replaced with judtice, truth prevails
over falsehood and righteousness and virtue are eterndly restored and carry more weight than
gold and slver. A world where dl the consequences of human actions are made absolutely
clear. Here, actions are questioned and people are held accountable for their deeds. In this new
world, al the consequences of human actions, which were not addressed in the materia world,
are fully exhibited. Logic dso demands that this new world be lagting and not temporarily, that
there be eternd happiness and comfort for the virtuous and eternd pain and misery for the
wicked. Thisworld operates under perfect justice and immeasurable mercy. And the physica
agpects of this afterlife would be completdly different to our present physica world. Reason and
logic demand that such aworld should exist.

The light of the Qur'an

However human reasoning tells us that such an afterlife only ought to exist? But logic
aone cannot give us a categorical answer. It is here that divine guidance helps us. It assures us
that such a perfect world will be aredlity one-day. While our present life may be wrought with
injustice and ungodly conduct, the afterlife will dedl with every wrong inflicted, and evil conduct
will tagte the full result of its deeds. Equaly, those who worked righteousness will joyfully teste
the fruits of their actions and have much more besides. The conditions of people there will last
forever, asthe new existence will be eternd.

Our present world will one day be demolished in a stroke and replaced by another one
very different. The earth will be anew earth which will shine with the light of her Lord. Almighty
God will then resurrect every human being and not a single one will find aroute of escape. A
record of our past deeds will be presented to each of us and we will be told to read it. We will
find everything that we did, recorded in it without the dightest error or omission. All the
generaions of people who suffered from our actions will be witnesses againgt us and al those
generations of people who benefitted from our deeds will be witnessesfor us. Every aom’'s
weight of good and evil that we worked, will be made clear to usin this new world. And our
limbs, eyes, ears, even our kinswill be awitness asto their use or abuse.

Basaed on this perfect record and evidence that is presented to usin this other world,
Allah (God Almighty) The Supreme Sovereign of the universe, will decide each person’s case
with perfect justice. Then His find judgement will be pronounced. We shdl receive ether
eterna reward or punishment depending on the deeds of our past life. So it will bein thisnew
world, that the reward of our good actions will be of such magnificent proportions where eternd
delightsand never ending fdicity will be the promised lot of the righteousness. Similarly
where the punishment is due on a person, it will be meted out in perfect justice and on ascae
that we can never imagine! Time and space as we know them will be whally different so that the
bliss of the virtuous will never end and the punishment of the wicked will never diminish nor end.



In, conclusion, just as our present universe exists and operates upon its physicd laws
and our present world seesits share of good and evil, many of which goes unchecked, then why
should another world which corrects the evil and the rewards good , paying us back fully for all
our life' sactions-aworld that knows no desth nor fatigue but only eternd life-why should this
other world be such an impossibility?

“The Day the Spirit and the angels will stand forth in ranks, none shall spesk except any
who is permitted by (God) Most Gracious, and he will say what isright. That Day will be the
sure Redlity: therefore whosoever will, let him take a (Straight) return to his Lord! Verily We
have warned you of a Pendty near- the Day when man will see (the Deeds) which his hands
have sent forth, and the Unbelievers will say ‘Woe unto me! Would that | were (mere) dust’.
(Al-Qur'an 78:38-40)
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